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Thank you for agreeing to be a guest on The Paid to Play Podcast! I'm looking forward to 

chatting with you about what you love doing. You're an example of what I reckon this world 

needs more of, and it's my intention that our chat will help more people embrace their own 

curiosities and muster the courage to earn an income, large or small, from them. 

I like to keep each episode of the podcast more a conversation instead of a straight up 

interview. I aim for each chat (which will be audio only, by the way) to go for 30-45 

minutes, with some time before and after to warm up, settle in, solve any technical 

quibbles and talk about what's next. 

During the recording, we'll chat about what you're curious about, what it's led you to, when 

and how you decided to put your skills (and / or their products) out there for people to buy 

and/or hire and where that's taken you since. It's about the obstacles and how you 

overcame them as much as the awesome stuff. 

How It Works 

I'll get in touch via Skype (my user-ID is ByRobF). By default I go audio only; it cuts down on 

bandwith limitations (one of the down-sides of living Down Under) and ensures we get the 

best possible audio quality. If you're more comfortable seeing the person speaking with 

you before we start the chat proper, let me know beforehand and I'll set my web cam up. 

The show itself follows a rough format: 

1. Intro. I get to hype you up based on the info you provide (see Pre-Chat Prep, below). 

2. What Are You Digging? I start the chat proper with this icebreaker question; it gives 

our listeners to get to know you through the people, places, events, movies, games, 

TV shows, books, toys, everything and anything that have been making you smile 

most recently. They could well lead to some interesting questions later! 

3. The Chat Proper. This is where we get stuck into the play that people pay you for. I'll 

have a few questions noted down that we may or may not get to; I like to go 

with what comes up organically. Basically, it's about your story; how you got to 

where you are now, the ups and downs along the way (including the people who 

helped you) and the cool stuff you're looking forward to experiencing / making / 

doing. 

4. Closing and Three Questions: As we wind up, I'll ask you to offer three things that 

you think would help someone who's just starting out or struggling with getting paid 

to play. I like to suggest that they be the things you wish someone had told you right 

when you could have used the advice. 

5. Plug Your Play (Optional): If you've got an upcoming event or promotion that you'd 

like to spread the word on (see Pre-Chat Prep, below), here's where we'll let folks 

know about it! 

6. How can People Find You? What's your website address, your social media 

handle/s? What do you want folks to do and where can they do it? 

For most episodes, I'll top and tail the show with an intro and outro where I lay down any 

necessary context, talk about my own play and how I'm (working on) getting paid for it and 

tease the next episode's guest. 
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I'll make sure to give you the date ahead of time so you can set any promotion of your own 

up beforehand. 

LANGUAGE NOTE: I intend our chat to be friendly and relaxed; as such, I have no problem 

with any less-than-polite words or phrases you may use and will mark the episode EXPLICIT 

in the necessary feeds as required. 

However, if you feel uncomfortable with your language afterward, please let me know 

as soon as possible so I can edit it out or otherwise censor it prior to uploading and 

publishing. Once I publish the episode I will leave it as is so that I can move onto the next 

ones. 

Pre-Chat Prep 

Please send me an email before our scheduled interview with answers to the questions 

below. They make a huge difference in how polished we both sound and how big our impact 

is. 

 How You'd Like to be Introduced.  In 50-75 words, what would you like me to tell 

our listeners about you? Feel free to include your background, passions, struggles, 

credentials, upcoming launches, hobbies, a website you own, media you’ve been 

featured in, where you live and who lives with you, or anything else you like. 

 Your Contact Information. What’s the Skype ID you’d like me to use? At the 

moment, Skype is the only online voice system that I trust to be able to record from. 

 How to Pronounce Your Name. If anyone has ever had trouble saying your first or 

last name, what’s the phonetic pronunciation? Mine is “Rob Farker.” Yep, like 

"Parker", just with F instead of a P. Them bloody Scots... 

 Specific Topics or Questions (Optional). Is there a topic you want to discuss or a 

specific question you want me to ask? I'll do my best to get it / them into the chat 

when I can. 

 Promotions (Optional). Would you’ like to offer listeners access to your free ebook / 

video / podcast / other downloadable product? What about a discount code (time 

limited or otherwise) for your paid to play services or products? Please include a link 

to your free download, a sales/marketing page for your product or service, whether 

you or I will detail the promotion, how long the promotion will last, and any other 

necessary info in your email. 

Interview Best Practices 

You may not need these depending on your interview experience and tech savvy. 

Still, sometimes veterans of media and interviews are happy for a reminder or two! 

1. Be available early. Being ready even five minutes before our scheduled time lets us 

work out any kinks or finalise any logistics. 

2. Be in a quiet room with little background noise. Think about fans, rustling 

clothing, dangling necklaces or bracelets, and open windows. Also, do your best to 
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quiet pets or silence any electronic devices that might make sounds during our chat 

(e.g., cell phones, computer notifications, alarm clocks, etc.). 

3. Use personal stories. People respond to and resonate with real stories of failure, 

success, and everything in-between. 

4. One person talks at a time (if possible). This ensures that the listener doesn’t have 

to parse multiple voices at once. 

5. Avoid jargon and explain terms or acronyms. Assume the listener doesn’t know 

what you know or may not understand what you’re talking about. 

6. Sound quality matters. I use a Behringer PodcaStudio USB kit including an 

Ultravoice XM8500 microphone, but some podcasters recommend the Logitech 

ClearChat USB Headset H390 and the Plantronics 628 USB Headset. 

7. Wear headphones. You’ll hear me better and eliminate any echo or reverb from 

your speakers. 

8. Test your hardware, software, and settings. For example, configure your software 

to use the best microphone if you have multiple. If you haven’t used specific 

hardware or software in a while, check to see if you have the latest drivers or version 

installed. 

9. Interrupt me. This is a friendly chat and we can interrupt our friends. Don’t hold 

back. 

10. Have water handy. You never know when your throat will get dry or a frog will jump 

in it. 

11. Remind the show host to press “Record.” See previous re. veterans sometimes 

needing reminders! 

Disclaimer 

Recording: By participating in a Paid to Play interview, you agree to allow me, Rob Farquhar 

(registered as a sole trader in Australia), to record, distribute, and disseminate the 

discussion content of our podcast episode in any manner. You also agree to allow Rob 

Farquhar to retain rights to the produced media for potential future use in presentations, 

products, services, and in all other public distribution. 

This agreement does not include any audio samples of your other works, which will only be 

used in the published episode and with your permission. 

Due Credit 

Huge thanks to Joel Zaslovsky of the Smart and Simple Matters Podcast for the basis for this 

document! Like it, this page is UNcopyright. 
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